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The Course 

The course is playing long and hard as the winter 

conditions continue but we have had a taste of a couple of 

days relating to spring and the winter grass is dying off. 

O’Connors CASE IH 
Warracknabeal Annual Tournament 

Warracknabeal Golf Club’s O’Connor’s Case IH Annual Golf 

Tournament was played over five days in great conditions. 

The tournament entries were up slightly on 2018 which 

was the trend across the Wimmera tournament season. 

The course is in good condition thanks to a fabulous wet 

winter and the golfers appreciated the condition of the 

course. The weather treated the tournament well and 

apart from a few showers during the afternoon in 

Wednesday’s event, it provided mild, pleasant conditions. 

Over 200 people visited and played the popular events. 

The Royal Mail Hotel & Emmett’s Men’s Golden Putter 

36 holes event on Wednesday was keenly contested with 

21 pairs playing. Dean Gunn and Ryan McKenzie set the 

pace in the morning 18 holes scoring +6 to win the 

morning while Nhill visitors, Shane Grover and Brian Dufty 

won the afternoon 18 holes on a count back with +4. The 

afternoon proved too long for the morning leaders as they 

were not able to repeat the morning effort. Overall 

winners were the wet weather specialists, Richard 

Mierzejewski [Torquay] and Greg Walsh [Ballarat], who 

were square at lunch time but with some rain occurring, 

flew home with +11 in the afternoon. Regular tournament 

visitors from Rushworth, Kelly Cheong and Dennis Hardie, 

were runners-up with a creditable +9. 

Thursday’s Drummond Golf Ballarat Men’s & Ladies 

Stableford event is always keenly contested for the 

fabulous prizes provided by Drummond’s. Twenty three 

men competed and it was local golfer, Peter Schilling, to 

come out as the winner having a great score of 37 points. 

He won comfortably as the rest of the field struggled. 

Runner-up with 34 points was Kelly Cheong [Rushworth] 

while good scores went to Glen Hewitt [Midlands], Alan 

Habel [Minyip] and Jeff Perry [Rushworth]. The Women’s 

scoring reflected the course was play long as Heywood 

visitor, Ann Dickinson, 31 points, took the honours from 

local Beth Preston on a countback.  

Friday was the Nola Clark Memorial Golden Putter 4BBB v 

Par and it is sponsored by the Vet Clinic Warracknabeal, 

Warrack Hot Bread and Maree Heenan. A good field 

seventy plus women played the eighteen holes event 

which provided a fantastic competition as a countback 

was required to get the winner. Donna O’Connor and Lil 

Meyer from Horsham won on +8 from Vicki Hinkley and 

Tania Butcher [Portland]. The women had a perfect day 

for golf and all enjoyed the pleasant conditions. 

Saturday was Green Taylor and Partners fun day with a 

27/18 holes 2 Person Ambrose event for Men and an 18 

holes 4Ball Multiple Stableford for the women sponsored 

by Beth Preston. The Women’s event was won by locals 

Mary Massey and Charmaine Wilson with a great score of 

64pts. Behind them as runners-up were the Portland pair 

of Lucy Cumming and Tania Butcher with a solid 54 points. 

The Men’s 27 holes event was won by Ross Laycock and 

Peter Barling with a 100.75 nett while runners up, very 

close behind were Dean Gunn and Nathan McLean with a 

101. Scratch winners were Dave Nitschke and Rohan 

Laycock with 106 strokes. The 18 holes afternoon event 

was won by David Baxter & Chris Surridge with a 67.5 nett 

with Tim Bryce & Ryan Smith close behind on 68.25 nett.  

The last day of the O’Connors Annual Tournament was 

held on Sunday. There were two competitions of 4BBB 

Stableford and a 4Ball Mixed Pinehurst sponsored by 

Sporte Leisure and Pharmacy Alliance. The Mixed 

Pinehurst event saw Minyip golfer, Janice Midgeley, pair 

up with local David Kranz to have a good win with a nett 

score of 71&5/8 from local pair, Wendy Hewitt and Ross 

Laycock [74nett]. The winner of the Men’s Stableford was 

new member Jamie Whitehead who shows promise and 

we look forward to watching his progress. It was a great 

way to finish the tournament with golfers enjoying the 

challenge. 

Novelty items throughout the tournament included 

Nearest the Pin and Straightest Drive each day and for the 

duration of the tournament while the longest drive was 

held on Men’s Golden Putter day. Raffles provided a 

chance for those golfers who were not quite on top of 

their game a chance to go home as winners. Each day 

lunch was available and a delicious afternoon tea was 

provided to the golfers which provided a warm and 

friendly atmosphere within the clubhouse.  

The major tournament raffle first prize [2 nights in the 

Grampians], sponsored by Penny Transport, was won by 

Judy Drage and a rare event saw her drawn out for the 

Werrigar Roadhouse 2nd prize too. Well done Judy!! Thank 

you to our sponsors and those who supported the club in 

buying a ticket or two. 



The Warracknabeal Golf Club gives many thanks to all who 

did assist in some way to make this a successful 

tournament. Remember the golf course is a great place to 

socialise, keep fit and a great way to relax. Check out the 

Warracknabeal Golf Club website for more details. If you 

join up the course is basically your own private course as 

no matter what time of the week it is, you can most likely 

get on and play!! 

Congratulations  
Well done to Alec Tosic who joined the septuagenarian 

club this month. Alec, it’s good health to all in this club as 

long as you play golf regularly. 

G&J Pearson Men’s Singles KO  
Bruce Wilson d David Kranz. Congratulations Bruce!! 

Women Raiders!! 

Karen Germano & Mary Massey came home with Golden 

Putters from a Nhill event 

recently. A dream come 

true for Karen!! 

Maree Heenan & Beth 

Preston came home 

Runners-up in the Fiona 

Elsey Golf Day at the 

Ballarat Golf course. 

Well done to both pairs!! 

Laycock Classic  
Played recently and won by 

that formidable pair of 

Dennis Murphy and Captain 

Ted. Thanks to Ross & 

Rohan for their sponsorship 

of this well sought after 

board event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cart Paths  
Fabulous to see progress already in the Cart Path Project 

around the course. Congratulations to the team putting 

the project into action – looks great!! 

We need cart users to continue to abide by these paths 

now around the tees & greens. 

Shearwater House 
Vicki Hinkley[60] has a good lead of twelve but the movers 

were Captain Debby Barling[48] and  Karen Germano [46] 

narrowing the lead gap to apply a little pressure on Vicki 

as we head into the Spring program. Debby scored an 

impressive eleven points for the month. Mary Massey[43] 

and Carolyn Morcom[41] picked up seven points in August 

to keep in touch.  

The Men’s section is a fantastic battle with Dennis 

Murphy[44] bursting to the lead from Richard Bett[40] 

and David Kranz[37]. Dennis picked up ninteen points, 

Richard fifteen and David twelve. Captain Ted[31] picked 

up a valuable seventeen points to climb into the top ten 

while Dean Gunn continues to improve his position as he 

gathered thirteen points. Peter Barling also collected 

twelve points to slide up the ladder along with Scott 

Stewart sneaking into the top ten. Scott collected thirteen 

valuable points in the month of August. With still over six 

months to come these improvers could be putting 

extreme pressure on the three leaders in the new year. 

Junior Golf  

The MyGolf Junior Program is running at present with 18 

children involved in an hour’s coaching after school thanks 

to the enthusiasm and great ground work done by VGA 

rep Tony Collier who is based in Ballarat. Allan Ross, 

Wendy Hewitt, Peter Schilling and David Baxter have done 

the last two sessions with the group. It is terrific to have 

juniors in the club again and be able to offer our sport to 

the youth. Any help is appreciated.  Their next session is 

on Tuesday 24th September 1:00-4:00pm, with Tony 

returning to coach for an hour then have the juniors play 

some holes.  

A School Junior Tournament was held on Tuesday 17th 

September with over ninety students playing. The juniors 

came from nine nearby schools – W’beal PS, St Mary’s PS, 

Minyip PS, Rupanyup PS, Marnoo PS, Hopetoun College, St 

Joseph’s PS, Birchip College & Rainbow College. Fabulous 

day and hopefully we will return to being the centre for 

this tournament as we used to be. 

My apologies to the Gerries with some being able to play 

a few holes. 

Parents & Students from Rupanyup PS on the ninth green. 

WORKING BEES 
Set schedule: Sunday [9:00-12:00] working bee after each 

Monthly Medal. Contact Dennis Murphy. 

Monday [8:00-10:00] morning working bees will be the 

first and third week of the month. Contact Alan Oulton.  

 


