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To Club Members

24.08.2020

Dear Members,

The Warracknabeal Golf Club have received a letter of resignation from its Greenskeeper, Sean 
Smith, earlier this week. He will finish with us on September 5th and take on full employment 
within the town. Sean thanks the Golf Club for his opportunity to work with us and the variety of 
work & volunteers he worked with. We wish Sean all the best in the future and thank him for the 
effort he put in over the past nine months.

This leaves us with a task which is urgent and extremely important to our club. We require a 
solution that will allow us to have our greens, especially, catered for as we head into the growing 
season. Obviously, the committee will look into a variety of options over the next three months 
looking at hours, cost and expertise required.

Since losing our full-time groundsman with twenty years’ experience, twelve months ago, the club 
members have rallied and volunteered their time and knowledge to assist the club to proceed on a
new direction. Numerous activities have occurred in the past six months such as aeration of the 
fairways, ripping the roots along the fairway edges, upgrades on equipment and improvements in 
& around the clubhouse. The journey in our five-year plan is well on the way but finding the right 
person/s to assist us in maintaining and improving our greens is a challenge.

Wages form a major part of the club’s expenses and it has become apparent that full time 
employment of a well-qualified greenskeeper is a thing of the past. Like most small country 
sporting clubs, numbers playing sport has decreased over the last twenty years thus less income to
cover the major expenses of wages, water, electricity and spray program.

There may be other solutions to our task which members or even the community may put forward
for discussion. The Golf Club Committee will be required to gather information and the club 
encourages members and others to contact a committee member if there is a possible solution 
out there.

The Grounds Committee have discussed the issue and are already on the search for a replacement 
or solution. At present, we will use Ayden Roberts [Horsham Golf Club] to direct and guide us 
through until the end of October on a regular basis. It is crucial we have the expert advice re our 
greens this season as we look to manage diseases & eradicate them through the growing season. 
Ayden will provide us with a program/plan for greens during September & October while we 
investigate our situation further. Ayden has been assisting Sean learn about the greens and 
aspects relating to them.
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So, the person/s we are seeking are hard to find but one thing we can guarantee is that there is no
better environment to work in than the beautiful bush golf course we have out there. It is a large 
garden with many volunteers willing to assist with a main focus on caring for the greens.

Our volunteers will be required to assist with mowing fairways, surrounds and tees as well as the 
other tasks such as bunkers, sand stations and general tidiness of the course. Rosters will be set up
so any person able to assist may contact Committee Members. A team program is planned and 
members can create teams to care for their nominated hole, keeping them in good order ie divot 
& rabbit scratching filled in, fallen branches or pine cones cleaned up, top dressing trench lines or 
rip lines. A board is set up at clubhouse for you to place your team in the hole/s you wish to care 
for. There is always plenty to do in our large ‘garden’!!

The club encourages people to continue to show the great interest in the course and the game at 
the moment [due to COVID-19] and the fact there is no option to play most other sports because 
of restrictions in place. Golf provides great fun, relaxation and challenge.

There is a reminder that Stage 3 restrictions are in place at present which means no more than 2 
may play in a group, masks must be worn, one person in a cart unless they live under the same 
roof, wash your hands before & after the round, sanitise your hands and no gathering after the 
round. Other advice is on the white board at the clubhouse.

The good news is the Victorian figures are decreasing which means we may be able to come out of
Stage 3 & back to competition golf in three weeks. Keep up the good work!!

As we know, competition golf is not allowed through Stage 3 restrictions but some of our active 
and supportive members are donating $10 on Thursday and/or Saturday to keep the finances 
trickling in. It usually costs ten dollars to play in our competition rounds. Thank you.

Remember you may contact a Committee member with any ideas or queries.

Yours in appreciation 
David Baxter
President Warracknabeal Golf Club
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